H You like this content, please support the 
Charities we support: 


House of Mercy: 
A beacon of hope for the poorest of the poor. We never 
give up on the thousands of people that we serve each year. 
569-546-2580 
houseofmercyrochester.org 


Recovery All Ways: 
To support anyone and everyone affected by substance 
use disorder, mental illness, and homelessness. 
585-310-0729 
recoveryallways.org 


Animal Hospital of Rochester 
Animal Hospital of Rochester is a full service 
companion animal hospital. It is our commitment to provide | 
quality veterinary care throughout the life of your pet. 
585-730-7704 
animalhospitalofrochester.vetsourcecms.com 


Trillium Health 

We Provide Judgement-free and Affordable Care to 
People from Diverse Communities 

585-545-7200 

trilliumhealth.org 


Rochester City Soccer League 

Rochester City Soccer League is committed to helping 
players in Rochester, NY do well in school and stay on a 
path toward their goals. 

565-305-1156 

https://rochestercitysoccerleague.org/ 
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Ihat “next season” became multiple 
years. In 2021, Pfemier League super- 
star Jamie Var y was anneunced as a 
new co-owner, and it was Sek 


_ the team would be returning in 2022. 


‘Sure, not everything ca 
There was a documentary S 
was announced but never h 
There was supposed to be a U 
location for his training a 
that hasn't happened. Bt 
back on the field. And, it 
well. ‘The first 4 games es d Si De 
ly branded I RNY EC 

that was when th 
We won 4 gam 
by 3 draws and 
more wins. This 
the playofs, selli 
game, and install 
to increas 
ly having 
a fan's pers 


| NO 
ight, fe 
, followe 
s make 
t ever 
more 


and g 


Hi e 


AC E. | 


e Unofhe 


Welcome to our seas@n program 


n was not put out by the 
rogram was put out by 
fans. While we are people 

e the history of the Roches- 
i and the memories it gave 
w support RNY FC, the 
club has had no input on it. We will 
be fair, but also critical. This will 
not be a program of old, full of ads 
and puff pieces. It has the content 
that we want to Ma, and we hope 


you want to as well. The people who 
wor 


on it are members of the 
Star Ultras. Come down and 
i, and join us for a game. 
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The Briains of the Rhinos 


n October 1995, the American Pro- 
fessional Soccer League awarded a 
team to the city of Rochester, New 
York. The team, which did not have 
a name or a logo at the time ofthe an- 
nouncement, would join the league in 1996 
and be owned by the trio of Frank DuRoss, 
Steve Donner, and Chris Economides. 


DuRoss, a businessman from Utica, New 
York and owner of the American Hock- 
ey Leagues Providence Bruins, would 
own 50% of the soccer team and serve 
as the team’s president. Donner, a native 
of Rochester and the president/CEO of 
the American Hockey Leagues Rochester 
Americans, would own 40% of the team 
and serve as the team's CEO. DuRoss and 
Donner had originally met in 1992, and 
at the AHLs Board of Governors meet- 
ing in July 1995 Donner pitched the idea 
of a professional soccer team. Round- 
ing out the ownership group was Econ- 
omides, a lifelong resident of Rochester 
who had previously co-owned the Kansas 
City Attack of the National Profession- 
al Soccer League. Economides would 
own 10% of the team and serve as the 
team’s vice president and general manager. 


Ex-Rochester Lancers striker Pat Ercoli 
was hired to coach the new team. A na- 
tive of Toronto, Canada, Ercoli played 
for the Lancers from 1978-1980 and set- 
tled in Rochester with his wife and fam- 
ily once his playing career ended. While 
Ercoli had coached at local community 


colleges after his playing career ended, 
coaching the new Rochester team would 
be his first professional coaching assign- 
ment. Joining Ercoli on the sidelines as 
his assistant coach was another former 
Lancer, Frank Odoi. Odoi represented 
Ghana at the 1964 Olympics, and played 
for the Lancers from 1970-1978. Odoi 
was a member of the Lancers’ 1970 NASL 
championship team, and was two-time 
team-MVP during his time with the team. 


When it came to naming the team, a 
‘Name The Team contest was held. 1,500 
entrants suggested approximately 500 
different names, and among the final- 
ists were names such as Field Kats, Pio- 
neers, Ragin’ Rapids, Rampage, Rattlers, 


Ravens, Rene- 
gades, Rhinos, 
River Kings, Roc- 
cers, and Ihunder. 
On December 7, 
it was announced 
that the team 
would be known 
as the Rochester 
Raging Rhinos. 
According to 
Donner, the orga- 
nization wanted a 
“unique, uncon- 
ventional name 
we could have fun 
with” and “the 
rhino represents a 


fierce, hard-charging animal. We feel the 
name will be very popular and we can give 
Frontier Field a jungle atmosphere.” Ercoli 
shared Donner’s opinion, and said “the rhi- 
no is a fierce, hard-charing animal. I hope 
when our team is backed into a corner, the 
players will come out fighting like rhinos” 


The Rhinos logo featured a snarling rhi- 
no piercing a soccer ball with its horn as 
management wanted the logo to symbol- 
ize the aggressive animal but also be a lik- 
able figure for kids. “We didn't want it to 
be too mean or too cuddly,’ said Donner. 


Since there wasn't an expansion draft, the 
Rhinos had to build a roster from scratch. 
In January 1996, they signed their first 
players when they signed midfielder An- 
drew “Yogi” McKay, and defenders Marco 
Rizi and Enzo Concina. McKay’ father 
had played for the Lancers, and the young- 
er McKay would go on to spend three sea- 
sons as a fixture in the Rhinos’ midfield. 


The league, which rebranded as the 
A-League prior to the 1996 season, served 
as the second-tier on the soccer pyramid 
in the United States, right underneath 
the upstart MLS, and consisted of seven 
teams. Along with the Rhinos, the At- 
lanta Ruckus, the Colorado Foxes, the 
Montreal Impact, the New York Fever, the 
Seattle Sounders, and Vancouver 86ers 
would take part in the A-League in 1996. 


Because Frontier Field, which had been 
built primarily for baseball, wouldn't be 
ready until July 1996, the Rhinos played 
their first four home games at Fauver Sta- 
dium, located on the campus of the Uni- 
versity of Rochester. 5,834 fans were in 
attendance for the Rhinos first game on 
May 10, when they hosted the New York 
Fever. After a pageantry-filled celebra- 


tion prior to the game, the Rhinos fell be- 
hind 1-0 in the 12th minute before Danny 
Kelly scored the first goal in Rhinos his- 
tory to tie the game just before halftime. 


After regulation finished in a 1-1 tie, the 
Rhinos and Fever headed to a shootout, 
where the Fever took home the 2-1 win. 


Ihe Rhinos would drop their next three 
games to start the season 0-4 before they 
picked up their first win when they defeat- 
ed the Vancouver 86ers 3-2 at Fauver Sta- 
dium on June 15. Hector Marinaro scored 
the game winning goal for the Rhinos that 
day, and he was proud of that accomplish- 
ment. “That’ll be something hopefully 20, 
30 years from now the Rhinos will still be 
around and I'll be there with my son and 
I can say, ‘I scored the first game-win- 
ner in that team’s history,’ said Marinaro. 


Although the Rhinos had recorded their 
first victory in franchise history, there 
were still more growing pains for them to 
endure. The Rhinos lost four out of their 
next five games, which dropped their re- 
cord to 2-8, before they christened Frontier 
Field against the Montreal Impact on July 
12, 1996. In front of an A-League record 
crowd of 14,717 fans, the Rhinos defeated 
Montreal 3-2 in thrilling fashion as they 
rallied from a 2-0 deficit thanks to a hat 
trick by Doug Miller, which was capped 
off in stoppage time of the second half. 


The comeback win in Frontier Field’s in- 
augural sporting event seemingly turned 
the Rhinos season around as they finished 
the season 14-13 and claimed the fourth 
and final playoff spot. The Rhinos met the 
first-place Montreal Impact in the first- 
round of the playoffs, and defeated them 
two games to one in the best-of-three se- 
ries to advance to the A-League Champi- 
onship Game against the Seattle Sounders. 
Unfortunately, the Rhinos came up short 
in their quest for a league championship 


as Seattle defeated them 2-0. 


Outside of the A-League, the Rhinos also 
made a name for themselves in the U.S. 
Open Cup. After they defeated the Fort 
Myers Manatees of the USISL in the sec- 
ond-round, the Rhinos met the Tampa 
Bay Mutiny of MLS in the quarterfinals. 
The Rhinos defeated the Mutiny 4-3 in 
overtime and advanced to the semifinals, 
where they met the Colorado Rapids. 
Determined to show that their win over 
Tampa Bay wasn't a fluke, the Rhinos de- 
feated the Rapids 3-0 and advanced to the 
U.S. Open Cup final, where they met the 
MLS Cup champion D.C. United. Unfor- 
tunately, once again the Rhinos came up 
short in their quest for a championship 
in their inaugural season as they lost 3-0. 


But although the Rhinos finished as the 
runners up in both the A-League and the 
US. Open Cup in their inaugural season, 
they still made a name for themselves 
in the American soccer landscape. The 
Rhinos averaged an A-League best 9,591 
fans per game in 1996, and they even had 
feelers from MLS about potentially join- 
ing the United States’ top league one day. 


The Story of the Rochester Raging Rhinos 
and SoccerTown, USA 


If you like this article, make sure to check out the 
book All The Rage: The Story of the Rochester Rag- 
ing Rhinos and SoccerTown, USA, available at North 
Star Ultra tailgate parties and online by emailing Mat- 
thew Buckley at 1996alltherage@gmail.com or by di- 
rect messaging him on Twitter @AllTheRage1996. 


Wins: 11, Losses 13, Shoot Out Wins: 3 180,728 


*New York was the home team, but game was in Rochester 


Home Score | Away Attendance | Goals 
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For the first induction to the Hall of Rochester Legends, this season's 
nomination is Derrek Chan. He didnt allow a single goal in his 
entire time in the Flower City. He truly is a world class player. 
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Club legend Derrek “Santos” Chan walks into the sunset, ending his illustrious time with 
Rochester NY FC. When asked about his time here, he stated “Ihe greatest challenges 
often become the best things in our lives!” 
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ams through the years 


e" years O; the best things about entering the stadium, be it Frontier or Pae- 
>c Park ( of its other names), was buying a Rhinos program at the home open- 
d a Stampede Sheet at the rest of the games. Sadly, with the Rhinos name, 
ese are tradations that are no longer. And that is why we at NSU are bringing them 
ack, although in a digital-only format. Times have changed, people don't want paper. 
I hope you enjoy our hard work and our ode to,timres gone by. 
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Rhinos Rewind 
June 30, 2009 


f there's anything that people know about 
the Rochester Rhinos, it must be the US 
Open Cup win of 1999. While they will be 
forever associated with that performance, 
its been covered often, and by better people than 
me. In this inaugural issues Rhinos Rewind, Id 
like to talk about a game from ten years later. 


June 30,2009 was a warm nightin Rochester. The 
problem is, while it seemed to be nice out, clouds 
were brewing. Still, there were an announced 
6,098 fans who made the trek out to Marina 
Auto Stadium to see our beloved Rhinos facing 
off against the MLS” Columbus Crew. While 
winning regular season games undoubtedly the 
focus for most teams, nothing can get fans as ex- 
cited as an Open Cup run. The ability to play 
against, and potentially beat, those from thehigh- 
er divisions is what gives the Cup its excitement. 


Prior to the 2009 match-up, we had faced Co- 
lumbus twice before. In our first meeting in 
1998, it took Columbus until extra time to de- 
feat us, even though we were a man short due 
to a Scott Schweiter red card in the 79th minute. 
In a rematch the following season, Rochester 
dispatched the Crew on their way to winning it 
all. Having both defeated each other once, Co- 
lumbus fielded a weaker team than their starters, 
as was understandable. MLS clubs dont gen- 
erally start their full team against a lower divi- 
sion club, but that doesn’t mean either team is 
going to be a pushover. While facing an MLS 
team thats not full strength may be a bright 
side, the fact that our starting keeper, Scott 
Vallow, was injured must have evened it out. 


What makes this game unique in the his- 
tory of the Rhinos, is that it started over an 
hour late. While the weather was warm, 
there was also thunder and lightning. Rather 
than canceling the match, we did the unsafe 
thing and fans gathered under the giant metal 
bleachers to wait it out. Surely a large num- 
ber of fans from the announced attendance 
must have left, as it would be quite hard to 
fit over 6,000 people underneath the bleach- 
ers, but it made for an interesting pregame. 
When the Rhinos finally took the stage, we 
went ahead in the 32nd minute. Johnny 
Menyonger, our team MVP for the 2008 and 
2009 seasons, juked a defender and served it 
into the middle of the box. Ty Hardin, who 
would make only 3 appearances on loan for 
the club spun and shot, without even taking a 
touch, and slammed it home. Sadly, playing 
only one league game, Hardin was then car- 
ried off the pitch in the follow-up Cup loss, 
breaking his ankle in the knockout to DC. 


The Rhinos were not ahead for long though. 
There are a lot of beautiful ways to score a goal, 
but the most visually impressive is surely the 
bicycle kick. Only 5 minutes later, the Crew 
tied it up on a beautiful bicycle kick Duncan 
Oughton. He served the ball up to himself, and 
slotted it home with a bicycle kick, even doing 
so much as to angle it away from our backup 
keeper, Tim Melia. As the radio commentary 
of the time put it, “no one was stopping that”. 


In what was so far an even contest, Alex Gandri 
of Columbus received his second yellowcard 10 


minutes into the second half, putting the Crew 
down a man for the remainder. Unfortunately, 
the resulting penalty kick was aimed perfectly to 
the bottom corner, but the keeper somehow got 
a hand on it and knocked it wide. And there 
we would stay. Through the remainder of reg- 
ulation, even though we had the man advan- 
tage, we couldnt seal a win. The same went for 
extra time. Still, the Rhinos couldnt see it out. 


And then came penalties, surely the most excit- 
ing aspect of the sport. The game had seen it all, 
and was going to seemore. By this point, it was 
a weeknight, the game started over an hour late, 
there had been goals, a red card, and was end- 
ing much later than intended, with a shootout 
to come. Most of the crowd had gone home by 
this point. Those that remained (I’m sure my 
memory is faulty, I remember it to be a couple 
hundred, but it was probably more) moved to 
the end of the stadium to watch the kicks up 
close. The Rhinos and Crew both started with 
two goals apiece, so the game remained tied. 
Andrew Gregor made up for his regulation pen- 
alty kick miss, when put the third home, putting 
the Rhinos in the driving seat. But heres where 
Tim Melia, our backup keeper, really won us the 
game. He dove to the right on Columbus third 
kick, the same direction of the shot. And he got 
a hand on it. Unfortunately, the ball didn't stop. 
Time seemed to slow down as the ball slowly 
rolled to the other side with Melia scrambling 
after it. Thankfully, he got there before it drifted 
over the line, and the Rhinos were up 3-2. An- 
other round of shots, another round of goals. 


So far, the Rhinos had put all 4 shots they took to 
the left, and had put all 4 in, even when the Co- 
lumbus keeper guessed correctly. But with our 
5th attempt, a goal that would seal it. Ryan Heins 
stepped to the spot, and shot the ball to the right. 
He said after the game that it had nothing to do 
with the fact that the prior 4 had gone left, that 
he was always going right. The Crew keeper 


also went the way oftheball,andgotahandon 
it. But it went in. And the Rhinos advanced. 


It didnt matter that Rochester was knocked 
out of the US Open Cup in their follow-up 
to this game. What makes memories is 
the times you kill the giant and beat some- 
one from a higher league. The fact that 
the game was delayed by lightning and the 
crowd hung out under the stands together, 
waiting to cheer on their team, only made 
the penalties and the win more special. 


Columbus Crew vs. Rochester Rhinos 
Date/time: Tuesday, June 30th, 2009 7:00 pm EDT 
Location: Marina Auto Stadium, Rochester NY 
Weather: Rain 
Attendance: 6,098 


Columbus 1010|0 1 
Rochester 1jojojo 1 


Columbus 7 {10}; 2| 1 20 
Rochester 8| 5 


1 | 10 || Columbus |2|o|o|o| 2 | 
Rochester | 2 |1 |0 |2] 5 | 


Columbus zJZj0|1 5 
| Rochester | 2 |2 | 1 | 0 5 


Shane Moody | 
Steve Montaino | 
Scott Bonifice | 
James Bell | 


Columbus 3|0|11|10 4 
Rochester 4 |1 
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For daily statistics on Rhinos teams of old, 
follow me on Twitter at RhinosArchive. All of 
the historical Rochester Rhinos statistics are 
being tweeted out, and are also being built into 
a website which will be hosted by North Star 
Ultras (including footage and audio that still 
exists). Follow us for more information on 
when it launches 
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INFREQUENT NON-EXISTANT TONE-DEAF 
POSTS RESPONSES POLLS 


Are you looking for someone to _ BOOK NOW © 
run your social media? Why 

don't you hire who we hire to CONTACT US: 

run our posts into the ground. Yeah, good luck 
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COME TRY OUT FOR A PRO TEAM 


DEFINITELY 
UPTO © REALLYA 


SHOW 


VENMO 


YOUR ® 


THING 


PLAY 


WHY DO YOU NEED AN ADDRESS? 


DON'T WORRY, DEFINITELY HAPPENING 


be Rochester New York FC 


Watch here for an exciting announcement tonight xs 
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